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Art for Art’s Sake

Leon Dabo opens at Sullivan Goss in Santa Barbara, California

Through December 28
7 E. Anapamu Street

o maogurate the fall arc
season; Sullivin Goss, An
Amenican Gallery will

present an exhibition of pantings,
drawings and pastels from the
estate of French-born American
artist Leon Pabo (1864=19601),
With 18 works created berween
1885 and 1954, the exhibition
sevks to discover the threads thar
tether his three principal periods
and his three main mediums
together. Accordingly, warks from
his early tomalist period will be
meernuxed with his later floral
series and his final Provengal work.
Dabo was a phenomenally
productive and successful artist
whose career spanned the 19%
and 20" centurics—an epoch of
momentous change in the world
of art, In turn, Dabo was unusually
urbane, secing much that he
admired in the wispy acstheticism
of James Abbotr MeNeill Whastler,
the moodiness of American
tonalism, the dreamy symbolism of
Reédon. the calligraphic virtuosity
of Chinese painting, and the bold
brushwork and vivid colors of
Cézanne and Manisse. In 4 body
of work covering some 70 years,
he assimilated them all, creating a
cosmopolitan viston marked by its

Leom Dlabo, (1864-1960), lise Bloe A Flesrs, lare 1930s. Ol on canvas, 36 % 27 in



Leon Dabo (1B64-1960), The Moo on e Lader adea Moont Biivg, 19007, (O8] on camvas, 25 x 200 in

1"TL'|-I.'TI.'III.r. for fineness in line,
form, color and emotion—
\.t'l'-.ll'lr'll."- that moved with and
against the trajectaries of modern
art as the 207 century wore on

“Art for Art’s Sake” is often
cited as the rallying cry of the
westhenc movement with which
Wihastler and Oscar Wilde were
sssociated. It songht beauey at the
expense of all else, even morality.
For Dabo, it seems that the search
for beauty was itself a moral and
ennebling enterprise

sullivan Csoss has represented
the artst for almost three vears
and has published three books
related to specific bodies of
work. Generally, these books
have ~uu.|._:hl (14 1|.s:|!|j. and even
simplify the story of Dabo’
artistic development—to divide
his work into digestble chunks.
Art for Arts Sake looks for the
commonahty in his “different
styles” and medivms 1o embrace
the complexity of iy ourpur
Thus, for example, the vertical
spray of an autumn tree in Lavich
Fall Light, civea 1900, seems
prrt‘rh;rly at home next to the
vertical arrangement of blossoms
in Vase Blane from 1937, The
many other connecnons unitmg
[Dabo's works are left to the

viewer to find. W

Leon Dabo (1864-1960), [mitled Tiw
Balloowsing Trees in Freach Landscape, ca
1952 Onl on canvas, 27 x 36 n
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